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Individual trials may or may not show these stresses on 
an annual basis, so despite the excellent growing season 
in many areas, it is important to have some idea of the 
frequency of stresses such as drought, disease, etc. when 
making hybrid selections for the following season.

As a producer or as a company, the analysis of a hybrid 
depends a great deal on the number of comparisons 
that have been conducted under different conditions. 
A question we are often asked is why not just use 
the results from my own farm or nearby locations to 
predict how hybrids will react or perform next year? The 
simple answer is that because environmental conditions 
vary over many years and locations, there is no way 
to know what sort of weather conditions will occur 
at a particular location in a given year. Therefore, it 
is important to use results conducted over multi trial 
locations and multi years. 

In most cases, 
the weather or 
pest problems 
that occurred 
within 80 to 
120  km of 
a particular 
field one year 
may be just 
as likely to 
occur in that 

field the next year. Lacking any good way to know 
what will happen in a particular field, the best way 
to make input decisions, including variety choices, 
is to average results from a large number of trials 
conducted over a large area, and include conditions 
that might reasonably be expected to occur in your 
fields next year. 

The system used by PRIDE Seeds, before a hybrid is sold 
commercially, includes initial research trials followed 
by numerous years of pre-commercial trials done at 
multiple locations within a maturity area. Through 
extensive testing we can with confidence predict the 
performance of a hybrid before we sell it. 

A short summary of multiple location head to head 
data has been included with this newsletter. For specific 
information on PRIDE hybrids versus competitor 
hybrids, please email pwakely@prideseed.com or call  
1-800-265-5280 Ext. 221

PRIDE G3 Hybrids 
Increasing Yields

Trial data from 2008 is once again confirming a yield 
advantage for PRIDE G3 hybrids featuring YieldGard VT 
Triple on rotated ground. Monsanto coordinated research 
incorporating results from plots conducted by PRIDE Seeds is 
showing a yield advantage of 2.8 to 3.6 bushels per acre for 
YieldGard VT Triple hybrids when compared to products from 
the same hybrid family without corn rootworm protection. 
This advantage stretched to over 10 bushels per acre in corn 
on corn situations. 

“These results compare with what our customers have 
been seeing in the field with PRIDE G3 hybrids,” notes 
Jon Klapwyk, Manager of Product Development and 
Agronomy with PRIDE Seeds. “PRIDE G3 hybrids are 
providing a yield benefit and yield insurance that is 
measurable when compared to either single or double 
trait hybrids with the same isoline or especially when 
comparing hybrids in the same maturity that use 
competitor trait platforms.” 

“What is interesting is that we are seeing this yield 
advantage in very different years” notes Klapwyk, “both in 
a drier year like 2007 and under what for many producers 
across Eastern Canada were ideal growing conditions in 
2008. Deeper growing roots, the increased root mass and 
full season protection provided by PRIDE G3 hybrids are 
making a real and measurable difference in corn yields.” 

In both third party and company conducted trials, Klapwyk 
adds that PRIDE Seeds’ hybrids are providing an average 
5 plus bushel advantage across all maturity ranges and 
technology options versus the full range of competitive 
hybrids tested. “This further demonstrates not only the 
advantage to YieldGard VT Triple in PRIDE G3 hybrids,” 
says Klapwyk, “but the benefit to using tested PRIDE Seeds’ 
hybrids in your production program to increase bottom 
line yields.”

Stephen Denys, P.Ag. Vice President Sales and Marketing, PRIDE Seeds

Trial Data Demonstrates Advantage to YieldGard VT 
Triple and PRIDE Seeds’ Hybrids
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Recently there has been a great deal of news and advertising 
around the differences between trait options- doubles versus 
triples, triples versus soil insecticide options, etc. 

“We have been asked a great many questions by customers on 
the differences between trait platforms over the last few weeks,” 
notes Stephen Denys, Vice President Sales and Marketing for 
PRIDE Seeds. “This is based primarily on conflicting information 
from different companies on the benefit of using the YieldGard 
VT Triple technology in corn hybrids. The viewpoint seems to 
be skewed based on which technology platform the company 
has available in their line-up.”

Denys says every company will be providing data to support 
their claims but he cautions producers to look objectively at 
the information using the following criteria: 

1. �Does the plot information compare hybrids of similar 
maturity – not just in name but, more importantly, by 
blacklayer date and moisture? Denys says this comparison 
is important as some companies determine maturity 
by planting date while others measure maturity from 
emergence. “This can make up to a 150 to 200 CHU 
difference in terms of being able to compare apples to 
apples based on physiological maturity,” adds Denys. “As a 
grower I want to know what will finish and dry down in the 
fall on my operation, which means heat units from planting 
when the corn goes in the ground to physiological maturity.”  
 
As a result, Denys advises growers to ask their seed 
companies how they measure maturity in order to do fair 
comparisons on their farm. It’s when we compare apples 
to apples between technologies in the same maturity that 
we are seeing the real difference in results. 

2. �Were the comparisons done on a side by side basis using 
a minimum of four rows across multiple sites? “Two row 
plots can be an effective measure of yield, but if one 
hybrid is tall and the other beside it is short, we would 
expect the taller hybrid to win in the two row plot, but 
not necessarily in a field situation,” notes Denys. 

3. �Are the results from one year of testing or multiple years? 
Many corn fields in 2008 faced minimal stress conditions 
when compared to 2007. It is not expected that 2009 
will be the same as 2008, therefore multi-year data 
helps to show how a hybrid will perform under variable 
conditions. In a dry year, the roots from a PRIDE G3 
hybrid will grow deeper to access moisture and nutrients 
leading to increased yield potential.”

4. �Compare data on agronomic traits. Trait performance 
should be measured not only by yield, but also by 
agronomic traits like standability. This is especially the 
case in corn on corn rotations. “Ask not only to see yield 
data, but data on standability, harvest moisture, etc. in 
order to do an informed comparison,” says Denys. 

“As an independent seed only based company, we test just 
about every trait combination possible in our program 
from the breeder level to commercial plots. Based on this 
information, we have made informed decisions as to which 
trait combinations to bring to the market. For our team the 
technology choice is clear. PRIDE G3 hybrids featuring the 
best genetics along with our choice of the YieldGard VT 
Triple technology are delivering an advantage that cannot 
be ignored,” adds Denys. “In addition to seeing hundreds of 
trials, I have also done the comparisons on my own farm 
and to me the value I receive is the same that thousands 
of others have seen. PRIDE G3 hybrids are providing a 
significant positive impact on the bottom line year in and 
year out.”

For more information on PRIDE G3 hybrids, contact your 
local PRIDE Seeds dealer or visit www.prideseed.com. 

WHY ALL OF THE NOISE ABOUT TRAIT COMPARISONS?


